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HON YWOOD, 


Worthy and Honoured Friends, © 


PIES 17 your R queſt I preact/4 
an now vl this Dil 
l caurſe; in which I have 


| * | | . | endeavour d to offer ſuch 


9 noo 
| — 6 n 


= == Thoughts, as may ſerve 
to comfort you, under the preſent affliftive 
Providence, and to affift you in making 4 due 


— 


| * of it. I am very ſenſible of 
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W  ivji . The DEDICATION. 


the greatneſs of yoar Loſs, and heartily m- 
pathize with" yas; Jour ' hmoared Hur ber, 
Mr. Frazer, had drawn ine into an intimate 
Acquaintance with himſelf” for ſeveral Tears 

paſed; which gave me Orraſion to obſerve of 7 
bim, that he was an excellent Perſon, truly 5 
pious, and deferpedly efttem'd in the ſeveral i 
Relations in which he flood. I choſe to bring | 1 
the Account T war to give of him in the Ser- 9 
mon, into as narrow 4 Compaſi 4s conveni- [ 
ently I could. And when we have full Evi- 

dence, that he lived the Liſe of the Righte- 

ous, and that his laſt End was like unto 

his; What have we to wiſh for more ? What 

greater Things can be ſaid ? What can better 

1 recommend Him, or be a greater Satisfatti- 

| on fo You, when thinking of him ? 
| 


by 7 was my Deſire, that this Work ſboald 

« devolvꝰd upon either of Two of my wor- 
thy Brethren, who are better qualify'd for it, 9 
and to whom, 1 apprchended i it did more parti. 
calarl/ belong. This was the only Reaſon that 
put me upon extuſing myſelf from it at frft, 
and mould have pre vail'd with me not to have 
undertalen it, had not they abſolutely declin'd 
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The DEDICATION. 


i, (not out of the leaſt Diſreſpett to any, but ) 
for ſome pumped Reaſons they ment ion d. 


THAT 1 good Spirit of God may 
render this Diſcourſe a Word in ſeaſon to 
yourſelves, and hereafter uſefal to your hope- 
ful Poſterity ; and that the Bleſſings of the 
Everlaſting Covenant may be entail'd on 
you and them, is the earneſt Deſire and 
Prayer, of 


SIR and Manam, 
your very Humble 


and Obedient Servant, 
„ 


Token-Houſe- Yard, Y 
March 177 1715, 


Samuel Roſerell. 


— — ———  — — 
= * F of 


* 


Land 


1 


E 1444 8 
Sers ann 8 


Prov. XIV. 32. Lattet Fart. 
Abe Righteous hath H. ope 
in his DEATH. 


MUCH is the Happy Condi- 
2 tion of Good Men while they 
lire, and when they come 
to die, that a due Reflection 


on, while we are mourning ovef them as 
gone from us, and remov d out of our World. 
What quieting, yea, what chearing Conſide- 
rations may be inferr'd from hence; My 
dear departed Friend or Relative, was a 
righteous Man? That is, He lived the Life of 
the Righteous; and as the certain Conſe- 
quence of that, he died the Death of the Righ- 
tcous, and he had Hope in bis Death. While Da- 
vid was lamenting Abner's Deceaſe, he pleas'd 
ICY _» this Thought; Died Abner 44 : Sam. iii, 


Fool ! 
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Fool dieh > It is a better Ground for SatisfaRi- 
on and Joy, when we are able to ſay of our 


Dead, Did they live or die as the Wicked do? 
nas the Wicked, who ſpend their Days in Sin 
and Vanity, and at length are drives away in 


their Wickedneſs ; for that is their End; as the 


wiſe Author of this Book oblerves before the 


Text. The Wicked is driven away in bis Wicked- 
weſs : It immediately follows, But the Righte- 
exr hath Hope in his Death, That he ſeems to 
deſign this Paſſage as a Recommendation of a 
religious Courſe, from a Conſideration of the 
different Ends of wicked and of.. righteous Men, 
The preſent Providence has directed my 
Thoughts to the latter of cheſs; and to, ts 
I ſhall now confine myſelf. CG 4 | 
Tus Words are an entire Propoſii tion, * 
there is no need to vary the Form of it. The 
Righteous bath Hope in bis Death. — In which 


there is obſervable, 


Nuß. Tus Subject; or-Perſon ſpoken of, 
who is ſpecify'd by his diſtinguiſhing Cha- 


2 The Neben. And, 


2 Tas Truth that is aſſerted con- 


cerning him == Hath Hope in his Death. -- 


Fin, To 


Death of Mr. Hucn FrazER. 3 


4. xf, To the former of theſe, I propoſe to 


r ſay but little at preſent; this deſcriptive Cha- 

2 racter of good Men coming frequently under 
n | Conſideration, and having been well and 4 
n largely explain d by Many. I ſhall only ob- 
e ſerve, That 

e Is Point of Fulification, we are made pom. v. 

4 righteous by the Obedience of Chriſt. He is made 19. 

4 of Go p unto. us Rigbtecuſneſ:; and is expreſ- Cor. i. 

0 ly call'd rhe Lord our Rricurteousness., All nd III I. 

a which Expreſſions do plainly ſignify, that 6. 

18 the Righteouſneſs of Chrift is ſome Way or 

n, other imputed to us, and made ours. This is 


our only meriting Righteouſneſs; and holy 
Souls refer themſelves to it, and depend on 
it as ſuch. But there is beſides this, | 
Tus Righteouſneſs of San#ification, as it 

is ſometimes calld ; which includes the in- 
ternal and imparted Principle of Holineſs, 
and all the bleſſed Fruits and Products of it in 
| a Courſe of Obedience to Gos, or Con- 
of, formity to his Law. This is the Righteouſneſs 
na- that qualifies the Perſons intended in the 
Text, wherein you ſee they are oppoſed to 

the Wicked, mention'd in the former Part of 

»n- | the Verſe; and theſe reſpective Denomina- 
| tions, are deſign'd to diſtinguiſh them from, 
and to oppoſe them to, each other by the 


| contrary Bent and Tenor of their Hearts and 
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n 


r Joh. 11 
7 


—— W 


R :GHTBOUSNESs being a relative this, 
has a Reſpe& to ſome Conſtitution or Law, as 
its Meaſure and Rule; and by acquainting 
ourſelves with that, we come to know what 
Righteouſneſs is; it being a Conformity to 
that Law to which it is referr'd. Under the 
Law of Works, it was ſpotleſs Innocency, or 
finleſs Modience. : in which Senſe, There is 
none righteous, no not One, Under the Goſpel- 
Conſtitution, Which is call'd the Law of Faith, 
it is //ncere, tho' imperfect Obedience; while 


ve conlider it not merely as a Law or Rule of 
| Life, becauſe as ſuch it requires perfect O- 


bedience too; but with reſpect to its Sandti- 


on, and as a gracious Covenant; for ſo it ad- 


mits of Sincerity as the Term of Salvation. 
In this Senſe, St. Jobn deſcribes a righteous 
Man, and introduces the Deſcription in a 
remarkable Manner: Let no Man dicei ve you, 
* be that doth R ighteouſneſs, is righteous. And 
this is the Senſe , in which Zachariab and 


Luke i. 6, Elizabeth are ſaid to be righteous, walking in 


13. 


all the Ordinances and Commandments of the 
LorD blameleſs. This is the Righteouſneſs 
which does characterize and diſtinguiſh the 
Perſons whom Go p does accept and juſtify 
for CunRisT's Sake; for the Apoſtle inform 


| Rom ii. us, That the Doers of. the Law ſhall be juſtiſj d 


Gov does not juſtify wicked, or ungodly Per- 
ſons, while they continue ſuch ; but as be- 
come 
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—— 
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* come holy or righteous, in the Senſe that has 


now been given. In ſhore then, The Righteous 
is One, who not only renders to every Man 
his Due, (which is a more ſtrict and reſtrain- 
ed Notion of Righteouſneſs; and but one par- 
ticular Branch of it, when conſider'd more 
largely) but he is in all Reſpect a religious, 


and a truly good Man; the ſame who is fre- 


' quently deſcrib'd and recommended in Scri- 
pture, under the Character of the Upright, 
and of One who walketh wprightly. I pro- 
ceed to | 

$. 24, Tus Truth that is aſſerted con- 
cerning him, and that is, That he bath Hope 
in his Death. Here it is imply d, that the Righ- 
teous die as well as others. Righteous Men, are 
but Men ; and as ſuch they have the natural 
Cauſe of Death in themſelves. Their Bodies 
are made out of the Duſt, and their Conſtitu- 
ons are frail and mortal like other Mens. 
Yea, they have alſo the moral Cauſe of Death 
within them; Death paſſes upon all Men, be- 
caufe all hawe fined; and it does fo by Vir- 


tue of the divine Ordination and Decree : * 


is appointed unto Men once to die. And Expe- 
rience has confirm'd the Truth in every 
Age. Righteous Abel, righteous Abrabam, 
righteous Lot, righteous Noah ; and every 
Generation of the Righteous hitherto, have 

5 2 ſub- 
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ſubmicred to Death. Yowr Fathers, where are 
they ? And the Prophets, do they live for euer? 
Cunts r, who came to deliver the Perſons 
of this Character from the Sting of Death 
and. from the Wrath to come, and to purchaſe 
for them Life and Immortality in the heavenly 
State, never pretended to fave them from na- 
tural Death, This is no where mention'd as 
4 Privilege of the Covenant of Grace; nor 
was it ever underſtood to be ſo. But tho? 
they die as well as others, yet they die not as 
do others; they die not in the Manner of the 
Wicked, who are driven away in their Wicked- 
meſs ; but They have Hope in their Death. 

I xv the further Proſecution of this Truth 
I ſhall, 


I. Drscovnss of the righteous Man's 
Hope in Death. 


II. Evixcs the Truth of the Obſervation 
in the Text. 


III. Oss RVR, that the Emphaſis of it lies 
in this /pecial Seaſon of his Hope, (the 
Time of his Death) and enquire why it 
does ſo, And then, 


IV. Arp theſe Things. 


1. 


1. 


— — _ — 
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I. I Ax to Diſcourſe of the righteous 
Man's Hope in Death. Here let us conſider 
A little the more general Nature of Hope, which 
may be thus deſcrib'd ; Hope is @ well ground- 
ed Expettation of ſome future Good. It is ſome 
Good, or at leaſt Something that comes under 


the Appearance of Good, and is conlider'd as 


Auch, that is its Object: For whatever we 


expect under the Notion of an Evil, is the 
Matter of Fear, and not of Hope. And this 
Good is diſtant or future: For Hope, proper- 


-ly ſpeaking, has a Reference. to Something 
that is not yet attain d; we are not ſuppos'd 
to have that in Poſſeſſion, that we are hoping 


for; which is alſo imply d in the expecting or 
looking ſor it. The Apoſtle obſerves, That 


or that it is Somewhat that may be attained 10 
hereafter : For we do not expect any Thing that 


we are perſuaded is not; or is never to be 


had. And it alſo includes ſuch Deſires after it 
as are attended with a pleaſmg Proſpect of ha- 
ving them gratify'd. Which laſt Clauſe, di- 
ſtinguiſhes Hope from mere Defire, and raiſes 


it above it: For Perſons may deſire that which 


they have no Proſpect of ever attaining to; 
but 


6 One OY 


— 


Hope which is ſeen, is not Hope; for what a Man Rom. viii. 
. ſees, (i. e. actually enjoys) why doth be yet hope * 

Fer it? The Expectation of this future Good, 
implies an inward Perſuaſion of its real Exiſtence 


A FUNERAL SERMON on the 


but they cannot properly be ſaid to expect or . 


bope for it, without ſome fuch Proſpect. I 
add further, That it is a well-grounded Ex- 
peRation ; to diſtinguiſh-it from that which 
is not a genuine Hope; but a mere Preſumpti- 
on. For what is it to preſume, but to expect 
ſome future Good without any juſt and rea- 
ſonable Ground to do ſo? 

' Now from this more general Deſcription 
of Hope, we ſhall be led into the following 
Enquiries. 


Firſt, Wnar is that future Good that the 
Righteous expe## at the Time of their Death? 
Or, What are the Objects of their Hope at that 


* Seaſon? 


Secondly, Wu r are the Grounds which 
ſupport the Eæpeclation which they then en- 


tertain ; and that make it appear to be no 
| Preſumption # 


Thirdly, Wu ar Sort of an Expectation is 
it? Or, what are the recommending Properties 


of ſuch a Hope as this ? 


Firſt, Wrar is that future Good that the 
Righteous expect at the Time of their Death? 
Or, What are the Objects of their Hope at that 


ſolemn Seaſon ? 


Now 


— —.. . — — ——— — 
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_ Now theſe may be conſider d, both as 
they reſpet Themſelves, and as they reſpect 
Orhers, The. Text does principally deſign 
the Former ; but it may be of Uſe, upon ſuch 
an Occaſion as this, to take is nn 
the Other too. 


5. , Wi rn reſpect to Themſelves. And 
here more generally. 

Tus Hope, That whatever e may bei in 
Dying and in Death itſelf, that is diſagreeable 
and grievous to Natare ; that yet upon the whole 
"er Matter, and in the final Iſſues of Things, it ſhall 
12 be no real Detriment, but a great and ner 
le Advantage to them. 

How ſeldom is it that righteous Men 
themſelves can forbear to diſcover that there 
ich is Something in Dying that makes Nature re- 

luctate; and is ſhocking to them? Death is 


no || enerally introduc d by ſuch Harbingers, and 
| attended with ſuch Circumſtances, as are fot 
the preſent grievous and terrible : With Sick- 

nig neſs and Pains, which waſte and torment 
the Body, and render it a gaſtly Spectacle, 
me and an unweildy Burden. It diſſolves the 
moſt intimate Union in Nature ; and makes 

in a wide Separation betwixt two cloſely uni- 
* ted and much endear d Colleagues, the Soul 
oy and the Body. It tranſmits the one into 


Eternity; Whicher it goes uncloath'd and 
much ® 


N 3 * e — 


10 
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* 


at A Stranger: While it turns the uber 


to Duſt and Corruption; into Food for 


Worms, who after his Skin will deſtrey bis Fleſh: 
It forces him hence, diſpoſſeſs'd of all his 


goodly Poſſeſſions; for as he brought nothing 


into the World, ſo he can carry nothing out of it+ 


He muſt bid a final Farewel to all the ſablu- 


#arj Good he was wont to pleaſe himſelf with, 
and to take delight in. He leaves his Eſtate, 
(for that's the Report that is wont to be made 
of the richeſt Mortals when they are dead, 


they left ſo many Thouſands.) He looks 


about him when dying, and ſays, (at leaſt 


within himſelf) This Place, this pleaſant 
Habitation will know me no more. And 


to Many the moſt afflictive Circumſtance of 


all is, the Removal from the Deſire of their 
Eyes, and from what has ſometimes engroſs'd 


their Hearts, their beloved Friends and Re- 


lations. Their Affection to theſe, is wont 
to prevail at a great Rate, and the inordinate 
degrees of it, are ſome of the laſt Things that 


are conquer'd, and that only by Death itſelf. 
Wich what Reludancy are thoſe Words ſpo+ 


ken, We muſt part? And, tho' it may be ad- 
ded by way of Relief, it is a Separation for a 
little Time only ; yer it is a Separation, and 
ſuch an one as Death makes. 


Tus; are ſome Things in Dying and 
in Death itſelf, that are very diſagreable and 
grievous 
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grievous to N ature ; 5. but notwithſtanding 
theſe, the Chriſtian has good Hope that upoii 
* the Whale, it ſhall be no real Lols; but that to 
w_ bim to die ſhall be Gain: That a great Amends 
will be made him; and that all this is in or- 
derto Something better, Something unſpeak- 
ably. better, than that which appears moſt 
deſirable and pleaſing. to him in the pre- 
ſent Life. And this Hope ſupports him under | 
the afflictive Part of his Caſe, and ſerves to | | 
reconeile him to it; at leaſt in ſome good | 

Meaſure, But more en 


(1 ) Tur Righteous Hope « at Death, that 
they ſhall be deliver d from all that Evil by which 
they then ſuffer ; or by which they have ſuffer'd 
throughout the Time of Life, 

Fr 0M aflictive Evil: Such as the Oppoſes 
tion and Trouble they meet with from wicked Men. 
They hope they. ſhall ſoon be out of the 
Reach of their Enmity and Malice ; and be 
lodg'd there where the Wicked ceaſe from Trou- 
bling. They pleaſe themſelves with their ex- 
pected Deliverance from all that «Anguiſh and 
Diſtreſs of Mind, which varibus Occaſions 


have miniſtred to, and which has ſometimes 
render'd their Lives very tedious and burden- 
ſome tõ them. They Hope to be freed from 
all choſe grievous Difurbarices, and thoſe tot - 
and | menting Tenn to the Body that have been od- 
. 'C caſion 
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cafion'd by chronical6t by cats Diftetopets When 
| Nature | has been complaining of its Diſorders, 
and crying out under Exrrentity of Pain, che 
righteous Man revives hitnſelf with this 
2 Approaching Death will free me from an; 
60 will lay my weary Body to reſt ; that af: 
2 ter that, I ſhall no more complain, I am 
cc ſick, I am pain d. When the Stone, or 
| Gout „the Colick or Strangury, © are doing 
their worlt ; when Conſu umption, or Jaundlce, 
or Dropſy, are pulling down the mottal Frame, 
theſe ſerve to quicken his Hope, that c er 
long he ſhall be free from every Thing of 
that Kind. The Devil does ſometimes aſſault 
a righteous Man when he is dying; and 
cauſes ſome Diſturbance to him by His Sug- 
geſtions, by his Temprations, and by accu. 
ſing him to his own Conſcience: From hence 
may ſpring ſome Doubts and Fears, and MC- 
lancholy Apprehenſions: But in the midfit of 
theſe be rallies his Hope, his hope tliat Death 
will put an End to all his Sufferitigs of this 
Sort, and lodge him there where the Enemy 
of his Peace ſhall have no Advantage againſt 
kim, 
BUT Piti: ar not che only Exit + A 
dyide. Chriftian does hope to get clear of : 
Sin is amore grievous Thing t to his righteous 
Soul than any of theſe; and is generally moſt 
ſo, when he looks upon himfelf about to ap- 
pear 
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pear before an inſinitely pure and Holy Gon. 
Oh, how odious, how abominable a Thing 
is Sin in the Account of a dying Saint! And 
by how much the more it is ſo, by ſo much 
the ſtronger are his Deſires to be deliver'd 
from it; and his Hopes bear a Nraportion to 
thaſe Deſires. It would not ſuffice far him 
to Hope he ſhall ſuffer no more, with- 
out Ground to expect that he ſhall i np 
more; no longer be gyilty of any indecent 


Behaviour toward Gop; of doing any Thing 


diſpleaſing to Him, or unworthy of Him ; or 
of violating any Command of His. 

Ann yet a Deliverance from both theſe, 
[from AﬀiRion, and from Sin] is not all that 
he hopes for. Fhus much he might expect, 
if Death ſhould annihilate or tranſmit him 
into 8 State of Inaction and Inſenſibility ; 


ie- and therefore the Hopes of dying Chriſtians 
of riſe higher than this: For, | 

th | 
his \ (2) Tux Hope, That Death will tranſlate 
ny them into a State of perfect Holineſs, and of con- 
ft ſummate Bliſs . They are looking for the Mer- 

; cy of the Lord Jes Us CHRIST unte eternal 
a | Life; and hope that they are going to Him, 
f: with whom to be is far better: That He will 
tis | powfullfil that Promiſe to them, That where Joh. xii. 
Ft He ; — there his Servant ſhall alſo be. Finding 26. 
p- n Houſe of 7.7 Tabernacle r 

ey 
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they are looking toward that Building of Gon, 
that Houſe which is not made with Hands, that is 
eternal in the Heavens. They entertain a lively 
Hope of an Iuberitance incorruptible, undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away; that is reſerved in Hea- 
ven for them: That in this bleſſed State 
they ſhall be perfectly conformed to the Will, 
7 "Op ii, and to the Example of Gov ; that they ſuall 
* be like their Lonn, whom they ſhall ſee 23 He 
* ; and that they ſhall ſerve Him as glorify'd 
Saints and Angels do; with the fulleſt Satiſ- 
faction and Joy, and without Intermiſſion, 
through endleſs Ages: That they ſhall love 
Him at another Rate than ever they have 
done yet, and never abate of their Love to 
Him, their Zeal for Him, their Deſires after 
Him: That they ſhall reyere, adore, obey and 
Praiſe their Gov and theit REDEENMER, as 
they have wiſh'd to do at thoſe Seaſons 
wherein they were the beſt diſpos d, and in 
the moſt excellent Frame: That they ſhall be 
advanc d to the higheft Honours, being glo- 
rify'd by Cur1srT, and i» Him as their 
Head: That their Faculties ſhall be enlargd, 
and their Minds illuminated to ſuch a De- 
gree, that they ſhall know even as they are 
known : That they ſhall be admitted to divine 
Enjoyments, and be poſſeſs'd of the moſt glo- 
rious Privileges ; thoſe great, thoſe excellent 
* . Things, which Go p bath prepar'd fer them who 
love 
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| " Him; Things which Eye bath not ſeen; nor 
Ear beard, neither have entred into the Heart of 
Nan: And that there ſhall be no Inter- 
miſſions in, nor any done? to e Hap- 
n 92 


988. 


1 0 Bodies — re u, be rait d again, 
and be made glorious. They find them the 
Subjects of Diſeaſes at preſent, deform'd by 
them, and haſtning into Corruption: Made 

to conſume and waſte by Conſumptions, diſco- 

lour'd by Faundice, or ſwoln by Dropfies, Ce. 

They feel 'em dropping into pieces,and crum- 

bling into Duſt ; they complain of them as 

mere unweildy Lumps, as cold Clods. They 

forſee, that after their Skin Worms ſhall de Job xix; 
roy their Fleſh + And yet they die in Hope, . 
that they ſhall reaſſume theſe very Bodies, 
rebuilt with admirable Beauty, and exceed. 
ingly glorious; That tho* they are to dwell 
in the Duft for a Time, they ſhall awake and | 
ſing, and their Dew ſhall be as the Dew of 
Herbs, and the Earth fhall caſt out the Dead: | 
That the Saviour whom they look for, the phil. ii. | 
Lord Jes us Cunist will change their wile 21. 

Bodies, that they may be faſhioned like unto bis 
glorious Body, according unto the Working wheres 
by He is able even to ſubdue al Things unto bim- 
felf: That therefore they ſhall bg curiouſly 
2 — fitted 
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ficced,. up, Slorigaſiy repair d, when ſugh 
Beauty and Splendour is to be wrought inte 
their Camplexion, as will render them likę 


unte Cm at's glorious Body, They ręſign 
them to the Duſt, in Hope, that tho they bg 


ſown in Diſhonour, Ci. e. vile contemptible Car- 
caſes) they ſpell he raiſed out of their Corrpp- 
tian and Aſhes, with ſuch ſurpriaing Ad. 
vaptage; and that in their Fly, adorn'd 
wich ſpiritual and celeſtia} Qualities, they 


Job xix ſhall ſee Gon, ben ther ſhall ſ for ions 


26, 27» 


and their Eyes (ball behold; and net anerher.. . 
Tus then is the Hope in which they 
as waſh IN: 60 Fata, Ihr g. 


1 2. Trans: are has oer Objects of 
1 Heir Hopes which reſpect Oser. 
. Hs x4 I might take notice, That they 
Vſalr entertain, and often expreſs ſome 
Hopes with reſpeck to rhe Church and People 
of. G on in general; and more particularly 
Wick Reference to that Part of it among 
"which their Lot is caſt. And cheſe Hopes arg 


(Cirgumſtances, in which it happens to be 21 
the Time of chelr Death. They eicher Hope 


that Gop will continue it in the flourifhing 
State it may be in; or raiſe it ahr 
a_ and Sufterjags it may be under. 

Bur Lohooſs to take à little more pad 
9910 cular 


E . 
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cular Notice of the Hopes they ent ertairy/ 


with reſpett to their dear Deſdendants, and 
their other beloved Friend and Reli itiveb 


whom they have often committed to GO. 


through Jzsus CurisyY, and whom they 
are now about to leave behind. Theſe have 
deen wont to have a large Share in their Af. 
fection and Concern, and do now lie on their 
Hearts: And they have much Comfort in the 
good Hopes that they have concerning Theſe, 


when they are about to take their final Fargs ** 


wel: which are chiefly, as follows: 


(.) Tur y Hope, Tbat Gon will grationſe 
ly. concern Himſelf for them, when their own 
Heads ſball be laid in tbe Duſt. They are 
wont to recommend them to the Care aud 
Protection of Almighty Gon; and they die 
believing that He will care for them z that 
He will charge his Providence with thern ; 
that He will conduct and lead them through 
the Duties, the Difficulcies, and the Tempta- 
tions of the remaining Part of their Lives: 
That his Covenant ſhall be their Security, 
and the Bleſſings of it theit Portion:: That 


tho themſelves are taken off from being fux- 


ther ſerviceable to them, and inſtrumental 


in doing them Good; yet Gop will ſup- 


ply their Abſence, and be the Father of the Fi- 


egg; a hot oily all that They "Ws Me 
20ug's 
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bY Some of 3 


dantly more than they cold be to anybf 


them. We find. old Jacob dying in ſuch 


Hope as this: Bebold, 1 die (ſays he) but 
Go ſhall be with you, and bring you ne un. 
to _ Land of my Fathers # us 


es) Tay: tte in Hops _ they foul 
meet them again Ore long, that they 
ſhall live eternally together in — That 
tho Death ſeparate them, yet it ſhall Vol be 


an everlaſting Separation; but they ſhall ſee 
each other again; and for ever co-inhabit 
the bliſsful Regions, and be ever engag'd in 


the ſame Delightful and Angelick Work; 
joyntly partaking of the Inheritance of the Saints 
zn Light, and ſharing in the fame glorious 
mne through endleſs Ages. 

Tur therefore generally die in Hope, 
fan implicit Hope] that they ſhall have M 


 diftin#, particular Knowledge of one anbt ber, 


when they meet in Heaven. And why 
hould this be diſcourag'd by any, while ſo 
'many Arguments may be produc'd in De- 
Fence of it? * Will not our Knowledge be 
greatly increas d in Heaven? And can we 
. uppoſe that any Part of that Knowledge 

that 
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ceaſe there; except there be any that im 
plies Imperfetion? But what Imperfecti- 
on can this imply? —We find the Angels 


3% 


cular Saints: For they rejoyce in their Con- 
verſion : And they have ſome ſpecial Charges 
hall with reſpect to them; in ſo much that 
they Cunisr himſelf calls them their Angels. And 
why ſhould not the glorify'd Saints be known 
to each other, as well as to the Angels; as 
| ſee ¶ from thence ic ſeems probable they will be? 
abit The Diſciples. who attended our Lord at his 
din ¶ 7ransfiguration on the Mount, had the Means 


that we have atrain'd to. at preſent, will 


of Gov have a diſtinct Knowledge of parti- 


Tk ; of knowing Moſes and Elias when they ap- 


aint: ¶ pear'd ſo glorious on that great Occaſion. 
10us Nl And the Parable repreſents Abraham as knows 
ing Lazarus in Heaven, and the rich Man in 
Hell; and the latter as knowing both «Abra+ 
bam and Lazarus. The Scriptures ſpeak of 
our fitting down with Abraham, Iſaac and Ja- 
cob in the Kingdom of Gop; and is it not 
highly probable then, that we ſhall know 
which are they? The eApoſtle tells the Theſ- 
ſalonians, That they would be the Crown of 
his Rgjojcing in the Preſence of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt at 17 Coming; when he ſhould behold 
them own'd by Him and made happy: And 
=. {| does not that imply that he ſhould: hive # 
. partieular and diſtint Knowledge of them 2 
ws D == 
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I it not likely ſuch Perſons as Adam, as N 
e Moſes, as Fob, as David, as Paul, and many a. 
| others, will be diſtinguiſh'd Above? and It 
that we ſhall know this is the Man from 07 
whom the whole Race defcended 2 and jn 
theſe Others are They of whom we read fo fl T 
much in Scripture-Hiſtory ; who did, and || 
who ſuffer d ſo much for Gop ; and became p 
fo famous and fo greatly renown'd, not on- , 
ly in their own Day, but in all the after- || 1;1, 
Ages of the Church? And if I ſhall know m. 
Theſe, why not others who were my inti- Oo 
mate Acquintance, that I may recount with of 
them the Conduct of GOD towards our- bu 
ſelves in particular, and the other remarkable (+, 
Things that happen d on our Earth, while 
we were Con temporaries in it? Surely we ſhall | G, 
carry the Remembrance of ſuch Things in- of 
to Heaven. And will it not delight ourſelves, tn 
and redound to the Glory of Go p to call 
them over there? —lIt's certain our Hope offi | 
ſuch a diſtinct Knowledge of each other, fh, 
renders Heaven more familiar to us at pre- 
ſent, and ſerves to inſpire us with fome ſpe· ge 
cial Ardour of Defire to be there. When 
Socrates was about to drink the deadly h 
Draught, he entertain'd his Friends with 2 
Diſcourſe of the Happinefs he had in Pro- or 
ſpect, in the Society of Orpheus, Muſæus Ge 
Homer, Heſiod and other great and brave 
| Men, 
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Men, in the State he Was entring into i 
and told them, he had often wiſh'd to be 


there, that he might enjoy ſuch Converſati- 
on. And ſome Chriſtian Heroes have talk'd 
in a noble Strain, with great Elevation of 
Thought and Warmth of Affection on this 
Argument. But I'll only add, That whereas the 
Bodies of the Saints will undergo ſuch great 
Alterations and Changes, that we are not 
like to know them but by Inſpiration, or by 
means of an affix'd notifying Signature, (as 
One has expreſs d it) or by ſome other Way 
of Information ; there is no Reaſon to doubt 
but Go» will vouchſafe the one or the o- 
ther. 

Nov ſuch Things as theſe, are that future 
Good which the Righteous expect at the Time 
of their Death; or theſe are the Objed: of 
their Hope at that ſolemn Seaſon, Iam 


2dly, To enquire what are the Grounds 
chat ſupport the Hope which they then en- 


tertain ; and which diſtinguiſh it from a vain, 


"| delufive Preſumption. 
ALL a Chriſtians Hopes that relate to 
the future Bleſſedneſs, have their Foundation 


in JIE SVS CHRIST: In the infinite Value 
of that Sacrifice which He once offer' d to 


Go p, and the Satisfaction and Purchaſe He 


made dy it: For had not He atoned the 
D 2 Divine 


yr” 
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Divine Juſtice and paid the Price of our Re- 


demption, we muſt have been without Hope, 
There would have remain'd nothing more 
for apoſtate Men but the being ſubject to Bon- 
dage through Fear of Death ; and a certain fear- 
ful looking for of Fudgment and of fiery Indigna- 
tion, which ſhould devour them as the Adver- 
faries of Go p. St. Paul therefore ſays of our 


I. Lord IE sVS CuRIsT, that He 5s or Hope, 


i. e. the fundamental Ground of it. And we 


ret ig. are ſaid to be begotien again unto a lively Hope 


by the Reſurrection of Feſus Chriſt from the Dead; 
fignifying that our Hope is built on his Deatli 
and Refurrection. But then it is to be ob- 
ſerv'd, that what CHRIS r has ſuffer d, and 
what He has done without us, is but the more 
remote Ground of this Hope. 

Tux nearer and more immediate Support 
of it is what He has wrought within us: Ac- 


| Fel. i. 25. cording to that of the Apoitle, Currsr in 


you the Hope of Glory: Not only CuR ISI 
preach'd amongſt you, but living in you by 


Faith and Holineſs, Every righteous Man 


has received CuRISsr Jrsus the Lord, who is 
thereupon ſaid to live in Him ; and by his 
Grace he is enabled to bring forth the Fruit: 
of Righteouſneſs : And by reflecting on theſe 
as the Evidence that he is righteous, and that 
he is intereſs d in Carrsr and his Merits, he is 


encouraged to hope, Thax which is Manrer 


ol 
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of Rejoycing to dying Chriſtians does great- 
by ſupport and ſtrengthen their Hopes. Now 2 Cor. i, | 


| 
It was a Ground of the Apoſtle's Hope, that | ; 
Td have finiſhed my Courſe, I have kept the Faith. 7- | 
f 
port of the Chriſtian's Hope. Hope of eternal 
Life, which Go D who cannot lye promiſed.— 
But then, as that is made through Curisr, , Tit i. 2. 
in whom all the Promiſes are Yea and Amen, 
ſo it is limited to the Perſons ſo and fo qua- 25 
lified ; And in ſhort, all the requir'd Qualifi- 
cations amount to this, that they be righteous 


nal; and the promis'd Reſurrection to it, is 


ferring to Perſons of that Character only, ap- 
pears from ſuch Paſſages as thoſe, Without Ho- Heb, xi. 


 lineſs no Man ſhall ſce the Lo8D : If thou wilt Matth. 
enter into Life, keep the Commandments, &c. xix. 17. 


which they entertain at Death. He is their 
God, their” Friend, their Father, and will pro- 


Y 
ON” 


—_— 


their Rejoycing is this, the Teſtimony of their Con- | | 


: ſciences, that in Simplicity and godly Sincerity; 


not with fleſhly Wiſdom, but by the Grace of Gov, 
they hawe bad their Converſation in the World. 


he was able to ſay, Ihave fought a good Fight, , Tim. iv. 


Tu Promiſe of God is one great Sup- 


IP L 


Perſons. The Righteous ſhall enter into Life eter- 


call'd the Reſurrection of the Fuſt. And that Lake mw 
all theſe Promiſes are to be underſtood as re- 14 


Tu Concern that Gop has for good Men, 
and the ſpecial Relations in which He ſtands 
unto them, are alfo a Ground for that Hope 


vide 
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vide for chem W But He is. fore re- 
lated to none but righteous Souls, or ach 
as do, ſincerely obey Him, 7 

Tu Sum of the Whole then is this, The 
Sufferings and Merits of Cux is r, are the 
fundamental, but more remote Ground of 
this Hope; for without theſe there could 
have been no Place for it: And ſome com- 


fortable Evidence of his Grace within Men 3 
enabling them to obey Him, and ſo bring- this 
ing 'em under the Denomination of the wad 
Righteous, is the next and more immediate Dez 
* . Support of it; that diſtinguiſhing them as the : I 
Perſons who are intereſted in CHRIST; co 6 6 


whom the Promiſes are made, and who ſtand ſay: 
in ſpecial Relations to Gov. If the bare 
Sufferings and Merits of Currsrt, and all "_—_ 
that He has done without Men, were a ſuffi- wow 


cient Ground for this Hope, while they are N 1 

deſtitute of that Righreonſneſs and true Holineſs A 
which the Goſpel requires; any wicked Man ws 
would have as much Right to it as righteous BRIE 

Souls ; and it would be as reaſonable an Ex- 15 
: pectation in him as in them: And then there hos 
x could be no Foundation for a Diſtinction pre 
betwirt rhe Hope of the Hypocrite, and the Hope p f 

of the Righteous 5 and no ſuch Thing as Pre- 

ſumption in the World. 9 

1 


+. Twosz Hopes that they entertain wirh 1 re- 
5 ſpect to their Friends and Relatives, are built bes 
9 7 upon 
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upon the fame Foundation ; ſupported by 
the Promiſe of Gov», and a pleaſing Appre- 
henfion that ſaniſying Grace has render'd 
them righteous; who are already adalt; and 


that the ſame Grace will be beſtow'd on thoſe 
who are as yet in their Infant · Age. 1 pro- 


34h, To ſhew what Sort of an Expectatiam 


this is; Or what are the recommending Pro- 
perties of this Hope of the Righteous at 


Death. They are ſuch as theſe : 
Ir is ſare and ſtedfaſt. Which Hope we have 


Heb, vL 


as an Anchor of the Soul, both ſure and ſtedfaſt, 19. 


ſays the Apoſtle. Being ſo well ſupported, 
as you have heard; it keeps its Ground, 
notwithſtanding the Shocks ir may meet 
with in a dying Seaſon. It does not fail, but 
is maintain'd in ſpite of all Oppoſition, 

Ir is peculiar and diſtinguiſhing. An Expe- 
Aation grounded as this is, belongs to the 
Righteous and diſtinguiſhes the Subject of it 
as ſuch : For it is by no means common to 
wicked and hypocritical Men. Theſe may 
preſume even at Death; but they cannot hope 
upon ſuch Reaſons 4s have been mention d. 

Ir is quieting and refreſhing. It ſlences the 
Man from complaining of Gop, and renders 
him dumb in that Reſpect ; diſpoſing him to a 
becoming Submiſſion to the Divine Will. It 


aces 
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| does goed like a ; Medicine 3 refreſhing his Spi- 
rits under all the Uneaſineſs of a Sick-bed, 
and frequently reviving him under the De- 


clinings of Nature. Yea, 
Ir is a joyful Expectation. 


well he attended wich Joy. This indeed is 
moſt proper to Enjoyment : But our Hope, 


like our Faith, is the Sulſtauce of the Things 


boped for ; and does in a Sort make 'em pre- 


ſent to us. Beſides, we rejoyce in that preſent 
Right which Grace has given us to the ex- 


pected Bleſſings. Upon the Whole ; 


Tuts Hope at Death is very ſeaſonable, 
and admirably ſuited to the Caſe : It is a Spring 
of Conſolation in that which is a Time o | 
It inſpires the Man with Cou- 
rage, when he is meeting with great Op- 


Trouble : 


poſition, and has many Enemies to encounter. 


But this will be further illuſtrated in what i is 


to follow. 


Tuvs of the foſt general Head of Diſ. 


courſe ; the ſecond is, 


II. To evince the Truth of the Obſerva- 
tion in the Text, or to prove that the Mattet 


is thus i in Fact. Here I ſhall Nu ſuggeſt chat 


this pen. 


Hrn, 


We read of 
Re jeycing in Hope: And when the Glory of Go 
is one great Thing that we Hope for, it may 
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. Pr ROM ae Tee; Mark he 
perfect Man, and behold. the Upright ; for -the' 
End of that «Man is Peace. Such a Peace as 


is ever attended with this Hope, and is in 


a great Meaſure the Reſult of it. But, the 
Words of the Text were deliver d by a Man 
of the greateſt Obſervation and Wiſdom 


Pſalm 
xxxvii.37. 


that ever lived; and who was divinely inſpir'd | 


when he declared that the Righteous hath Hope 
in 0 N 


Secondly, T nis Truth is further confirm'd 


by common Experience, We have frequently 


heard it atteſted by ſuch as have been wont 
to attend the Sick and Death-beds of righ- 
teous Perſons: And I may appeal to thoſe 
of you who have had ſuch Opportunities, 
whether you have not 'known it to be thus. 
I blefs Gov, that I am able to ſay with re- 
fpe& to mine own Experience, That they 
are more than I can Number; whom I have 
ſeen dying in this Hope ; and ſome of them 
greatly Rejoycing in it too. 


Thirdly, Tus Martee © lake be argued 
(if there were need of it, as there is not at 
preſent) from the Nature and the Reaſon of 
Things. As, from a conjuntt Conſideration of 
the divine Revelation concerning the futute 

E Bleſſed- 


5 
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Tias 3 of the Nature. of the Gd of 
Grace: And of that Knowledge and eAcquain- 
tance that righteous Perſons generally have 
with theſe Things ; and their Faith f in Refe· 
rence to them. 


Finally, Taz Truth may be confirmed; 

by accounting for thoſe particular Caſes in 
' which. the Matter is; or may ſeems to be ot ber 
wil 

© Sonsx righteous Perſons, as we ; havg 
& thought them, have dy'd doubting and 
i deſponding; they have ſometimes ſaid 
* they had no Hope; their Hearts have 
* meditated Terror ; and they have gone off 

7e full of Fears and in a Cloud. 

Is anſwer to which I would obſerve what 
follows. 

Sour of the Inftances that are produced 
upon theſe Occaſions, may be no way to 
the Purpoſe, We may Account them righ- 
teous Perſons who were not fo, who only 
ated a Part, and perſonated fuch for a 
Time, and ſo were Hypocrites at Heart: 
And then ſuch Inftances are ſo far from in- 
validating the Truth of this, and ſuch like 
Texts; that they do but confirm Others 
which reſpect the Hope of the Hypocrite, when 
Gop is about to take away his Soul, We 
ſhould therefore have- good Evidence that 


we 
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we miſtake not the Caſe, en we would 


raiſe an Objection againſt a Scripture- Truth. 
Tho' after all, it is not to be queſtion'd 


but a good Man may die in Doubts and 


Fears, and in ſome Cafes have little or 
no Hope. The Text will admit of ſome 
Inftances of this Sort; which you may ob- 
ſerve to be an Indefinite and not an Univerſal 
Propo. tion: And tho' Indefinites come the 
neareſt to Univerſals, yet they are ſomething 
ſhort of them. It is not ſaid af the righ- 
teous, or every righteous Man; but only 
the righteous | Indefinitely] bath Hope in bis 
Death. And it is as much as we are to ex- 
pect, if ſuch Sort of Propoſitions as theſe 
prove true in the main, and if the Matter 
of Fact be generally ſo. When it is otherwiſe 
we may Account for that from ſuch Conſide- 
rations as theſe. 

Tur Rs may be 2 natural Cayſe for it. 
Poſſibly the good Man may have labour'd 
all his Days under a melancholy Conftitution : 
Or the Nature, and the Continuance of rhe 
Preſent Diſtemper may ſink or diſſipate the ani- 
mal Spirits (by which the Soul muſt Act as 
long as it is united with the Body) and deep 
Melancholy may be the Natural Conſe- 
quence of this, in thoſe who have not been 


J liable to it before; and a great increaſe of 


jr, in ſugh as have. In theſe Caſes the 
E 3 Mind 
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Mind is not capable of viewing Things in 
their True Light, of conſidering Matters as 
they. really are, and of reflecting on what has 
paſs d heretofore; in order to the deducing 
thoſe juſt and R Concluſions that 
are to be drawn from them: And no won- 
der that there ſhould be a Suſpenſion of 
Hope in ſuch Caſes as theſe. Or, 

Turf may be a moral Cauſe for this. 
Poſlibly the good Man has been lately guilty 
of ſome great Miſcarriage, that he has not 
repented of as he ought to have done: 
And this may be the Rod; theſe the Stripes, 
with which Gon wiſits that Tranſgreſſion 3 
while bis Lowing-kindneſs he will not take from 
bim, nor ſuffer his Faithfulneſs to fail. He's 


about to receive him into Heaven, but He 


will make him ſmart for his folly before 
hand. Or elſe, the good Man may be 
faultily ignorant of, or miſtaken about the 
Nature of the Covenant of Grace; and his 
Doubts and Fears may Sraceed from 
thence; while the-Violence of his Diſtemper 
at preſent, may deprive him of an Oppor- 
tunity of informing himſelf better, and of 
2 7 conſidering the Matter. 

sSvc Exceptions as theſe are to be al- 
lowed for; But in more common and. ordi- 


- nary Cales, in which there are no ſuch 


repre 
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Rigbteous bas Hope in his Death. 


Reaſons t to be aſſign d for the — the 


I Am defirous to ſay ſomething to the 
third General ann ; and that is to ob- 


ſerve, 


III. Txar the emphaſis of the Text lies 
in this ſpecial Seaſon of his Hope [the Time 
of his Death 3] and t to enquire why it does 
ſo. 

. Has he not Hope throughout the pre- 
ceeding Part of his Life? And has he not 
had abundant Ground for it from the very 
Time that he became a righteous Man? We 
are not to underſtand as tho' he were deſtitute 
of ic till the Time of his Death, and that 
were thc only Seaſon in which he enjoys it. 
For we find the living without Hope, men- 
tion'd as one of the moſt deplorable Cir- 
cumſtances Souls can be in. We read much 
of this Grace throughout the ſacred Wri- 
tings; and may obſerve that it is frequently 


Eph. ij. 
138. 


ſpoken of, as a Thing that runs through 


the Chriſtian's Life, and is of excellent Uſe, 


and has a mighty Influence in it. The Hope 


of Salvation is ſaid to be his Helmet. It is x 


call'd the eAnchor' of the Soul, which keeps 19 
it ſecure and ſteady in the Storms of” 
— and Trouble. It is not then 


relerved for the Time of Death only: And 
8 yet 


I Theſſy 
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yet che Emphefir of the Text lies in this; The 


Rigbteous bath Hope in vis Death, This in- 


timates, that there is ſomething peculiarly 


obſervable with reſpe to it rhew; and the 


Following Particulars may informs us what it is. 


Hirt, Tur is the moſt remarkable Seaſon 

| for trying bis Hope. Men are wont to be very 

ſincere and ſerious when they look upon 
themſelves as dying; juſt on the Borders of 
Eternity, and about to appear before Gop. 

This is no Time to trifle, or to diſſemble 
Matters. That they are wont to ſpeak the 

Truth at ſuch Seaſons and to declare Things 

to be as they really are. Then they who 

only pretended to Hope as righteous Men 

do; or who were wont to preſume here- 
tofore, diſcover that that was the Caſe. 

Job xxvii. Vbat . is the Hope of the Mpocrite, tho bs 
8. hath gained, when Gop taketh away bis 
Soul? What is it? Why a mere Deluſion ; 


| Chap. xi. ® Vain Preſumprion ; ic is as the giving up 


20. of the Ghoſt, The Hypocrites hope ſhall Periſh ; 
13. I ſhall be cut off ; and his Truft ſhall be a ſpiders 
1+” Webb. When Death comes, his Preſumption 
fails him, and he quits all Pretenſions to 
Hope; and the Expectation of Wrath ſup- 


Prov. al. plies its Place. The Expe@ation of the Wick 
23. ed is rack 
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the righteous holds out in this Time of Tryal. 
It is built on. ſuch Grounds as Support and | 
Strengthen it in this needful Seaſon. When A 
he dares not trifle, and when Diſſimulati- 
on could avail him nothing; for he's about 

to leave the World: And while he is under 

an awful Apprehenſion that Gop is now 

calling his Soul to Himſelf, He holds ff 

the Confidence, and the rejepcing of Hope firm Heb. iii. 
unto the End, | 1 


Bur on the other Hand, the Hope of | 
| 
| 


at * 
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Secondly, Ix a dying Seaſon there is the great · 
eſt need of ſuch Conſolations and Supports as pro- 
ceed from Chriſtian Hope; and that makes it the 
more obſervable that the Righteous is poſleſ#d 

of it then, I have had Occaſion to obſerve 
| already that,there are many Things in Death, + 
| and attending it, very diſtaſteful and grievous | 
to Nature. Theſe make it neceſſary that 
| the Man be provided with this Hope, by 
| means of which he is render'd equal to 
the Work, and to the Exerciſe his G o p does 
| then allot unto him. What tho? I die, ſays 
| 


he, and the Vital Union be diſſolved for a 

Time? It is in Order to my living a better 

N and an immortal Life, What tho' my Soul be 
a ſeparated from this Body? I ſhall be admit- 
ted into a more intimate Union with Chriſt 
the very Soul of my Soul. What tho' I am 
970 | firipp'd 
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pp A of my. worldly Poſſeflions? I have 
a Treaſure laid up in Heaven: A more en- 
during Subſtance: Bags which wax not Old. 
I part from theſe. beloved Friends; but I ex- 
change their Society for better. To be with 
Chriſt is c anne e by much far better: 

And I am going thither where I ſhall meet 
with ſome as dear, who went before; and 
whither, I hope, thoſe alſo whom I now leave 
behind me, will come e er long. Some Op- 
poſition I meet with from Satan; and ſome 
diſquietude by Means of it, (may he ſome- 
times ſay) But my Gop will render me 
more than a Conqueror; and conduct me ſafe 
and triumphant, into the TD of ever- 
laſting Bliſs. 


Thirdly, TE Time of Death is the laſt Sea- 
fon wherein the Righteous exerciſe this Hope; 
and accordingly then it is wont to be more vi- 
gorous and lively than heretofore : Hope is only 
of Uſe to him on this fide Heaven: He has 
done with it when once he enters there: Az 
Elijah dropt his Mantle when aſcending thi- 
ther, where there is no need of ſuch 
Cloathing. The Saint will no longer want 
the Aſſiſtance of Hope when once he has 
actual Poſſeſion; is enter d on Enjoyment, and 
fully aur d of it for Etermity too. 


. Now 
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Now thoſt — Which enter not with 


us into the other World, muſt reach their 


Auf, their higheſt Pitch i in this; and they 
do ſo generally when they are about to 
ceaſe: As the Taper burns with a brighter 
Flame, and ſpreads a ſtronger Light when it 
is juſt expiring. When the Saint is about to 
return S 7272010 , to the Divine Ori- 
ginal; he often has a greater Meaſure of the 
Divine Spirit than at other Times; by whoſe 
powerful Energy, Grace is nel more 
active and vigorous than formerly. His Hope 
is invigorated by his nearer Approaches to 
Fruition ; as ſome Bodies are obſery'd to 


move more fwiftly the nearer they come 
to the Center. And the Objects of his 


Hope appear with fuller Evidence, as he 


is haſtening towards them. And Gop does 


frequently make ſome ſpecial Diſcoveries to 


the Soul He is about to receiveunto Himſelf, 
and thereby -puts new Life and Vigour into 


kis Hopes. Gon the hole, 


Hunbh, Tis ciphteous Man's 3 Hope at 
Death is worthy this peculiar Remark be- 

cauſe, it affords fuch a conſiderable Teſtimon} to 
the Truth of Religion. The ſolemn Profeſſi- 
ons, the ſtrongeſt Proteſtations of Men in 


Health, and und er no preſent Apprehenfions 


of Dying, are ſeldom allow'd co have thay 
F Weight 
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Weight that is generally granted to the bare 
Allegations of ſuch as know themſelves to be 
dying. Others may be ſuſpected of much Par- 
tiality to preſent Intereſts ; they may have a 
ſtrong Byaſs from ſome hidden Reſerves, 
and fecret Views, and other Things of that 
Nature: But Men about to leave the World, 
are wont to be ſincere and open. That in 
all Ages a ſpecial Regard has been had to 
their laſtand dying Words; and a great Streſs 
has been uſually laid upon them. And we ge- 
nerally apprehend that dying Men have a 


clearer Inſight into Things, and are wont to 


diſcover greater Degrees of Underſtanding and' 


Wiſdom than before : And there is this Rea- 
fon for it, That they are freed at ſuch Times' 
from all thoſe Prejudices which are apt to 
blind the Mind; and from that wrong Byaſs 
which gives ſuch a forcible Turn to the In- 


clinations. 
Now, to ſee Men in flach Circumſtances as 


theſe, taking ComfortandRejoycing in it, that 


ever they depended and built upon the Prin- 
Ciples of Religion; and ſo making it appear, 
that the Truths which they have receiv'd 
from the Goſpel, and a Reflexion on a Life 
conform'd to the Precepts of it, ſtand them 
in Stead at this awful Seaſon, and ſupply 
them with a Hope ſare and ſtedfaſt, and which 
produces a Joy that is unſpeakable ; even when 
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Fleſn and Hean are failing; and when all 
other Props and Supports fail too: This is 
a great Teſtimony to the Truth of Religion, 
and therefore tis worthy our ſpecial Re- 


—— 2 v 


IV. I Snovrn now Apply this Diſcourſe: 
But I refer ic to yourſclves to do this more 
largely, while I only hint a few Things. 
Wr may inter from the Premiſes, the 
Reaſon why wicked Men do inwardly wiſh, and 
oftentimes expreſs a Deſire to die the Death of the 
| Righteous. Let me die the Death of the Righte- wa 
: aus, and let my laſt End be like bis; is ſome- xx, 19. 
times utter d at their Lips, and more fre- 
quentiy conceis d in their Hearts: And the 
Reaſon is becauſe their Death is ſo hopeful 
and yappy. But that ou may be ſecur d of 
that, which They vain-ly Wiſh for, let me 
exhort you in the next Place, 
N To be Now laying in a good Foundation for 
; this Hope at Death. Receive Cunisr Jexvs 
the Lord, as He is offer'd to you in the Go- 
ſpel ; chearfully ſubje& yourſelves to his Go- 
vernment; obey his Commands; and fo 
live the Lite of the Righteous. | Frequendy 
meditate on the Efficacy of that Sacrifice He 
once offer ; and the Prevalency of that Inter- 
 cefion He ever lives to make ; And conſider 
your ſincere Subjection to Him, as the Exi- 
1. . 2 | dence 
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dence of your ſpecial Intereſt in Theſe: And 


from hence you may be able to give a Reaſon 
of the Hope that is in you at preſent ; and are 


like co be ſecur'd of it in your laſt Moments, 


when it will ſtand you in greater Stead than 
the largeſt Affluence of worldly Good: For 
it will miniſter Support and Joy, when you 
can derive no ſuch Things from Riches or 
Honours, jrom Friends or Relations ; or any 
Thing here below. Lafth, 


Lr us with PM in ourſelves, and with 
Thankfulneſs to Gov, reflect on the Hopc in 
which many of our righteous Friends have died. 
How were they quieted How were they re- 


freſbed! How were they delighted with this 


Hope under Sickneſs, and Pains, and Death 
itlelf ! This leads me to ſpeak of our late 
worthy Friend, Mr. FR ASEHR, whoſe Death 
has occaſion'd my Diſcourſing to you from 
this Place, and from the Subject that has been 
under Conſideration. A Reflection on the 


good Hope he entertain'd during his laſt 


Sickneſs, and to the Time of his Death; and 
which he frequently declar'd to his Friends; 
directed my Thoughts to the Text, as ſoon 
as I was invited to this Service. 

I SHALL not dwell long on his Chars- 
fer; but will in 4 few Words recommend 


him to yon as a wy excellent Perſon, and 


: whom 
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whom we ſhall do well to imitate in ſeveral 
| Particulars, He was indeed but a Man, and 
| a Man ſubject to like Paſſions as we are: And Jam. v.17. 
ſo was Elias too, who notwithſtanding had 

| à mighty Intereſt in Gop, and was one of 

the moſt eminent Saints recorded in Scrip- 

| ture. But I have two great Things to tell you 
concerning our deceas'd Friend; and would 

ö to Gov they may with equal Truth be ſaid 

of us when we have finiſh'd our Courſe, as 

he has done his! They are thele ; 


Bip, Tx AT be vs a righteous Man. And 
we TuAr 5 bad Hope in bis Death. 


_y T HAT be was à righteous Man. T is 
but a lower Inſtance of this, that he was 
ſtrictly conſcientious in rendring to every 
Man his Due. From an Obſervation of his 
Temper, I have Reaſon to conclude, that he 
would rather have over- paid much, than have 
wich-held from any the * Part of their p 
Right. But, | 
Hz was rightegus, in the more compre» 
n henſive Senſe of the Word; as it ſerves to 
| ſignify a religious or a truly good Man, 
1 whoſe Heart and Life are conform d to the 
4 Law of God, the Rule and Mealure af 
d Right. This will appear, if we conſidet him 
m (191%, | in 
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in his Perſonal Elea, and 9 


Capacity. 


6. Ts vile to the Beagles 

Hz was very regular and emperate with 
Reſpeti to the Enjoyments of Life : Firlt Free 
from thoſe faulty Exceſſes that too many 


higher than | ne 
HS waz 4 foncere . This ap- 


pear'd to others from the Delight be took in 


drawing nigh unto Him, and in converſing with 
Him. He was glad of every Opportunity 


of going to his Heavenly Father in Prayer. 


It was a friendly Office, which he uſually 
expected from the Miniſters who viſi- 
ted him, (let it be at what time of the Day 
it would,) to be the Mouth of his Family to 
Gov in the Diſcharge of that Duty. I 


have often gone into his Houſe, and very 


ſeldom came, out of it without being en- 


gag d in that good Work, at his Requeſt; 


1 Joh. v. 


and he was wont to moms great Satisfacti- 
on in his Attendance to it. As another Proof 
* his Love to Goos, 

Hs loved the People of Gem: For as 
S. Fobn obſerves, Every one that loweth him 


tbat begat, loveth him alſo that is begotten of 


bim. He took Pleaſure i in the Converſation 
of good People; and was wont to invite 
| many 


Profeſſors allow themſelves in. But he roſe. 
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many of em kindly to his Hoaſe and Table 3 
and to entertain em with a friendly Frezdormm' 


there. He had a greater Soul than to con- 
fine his Friendſhip to à Party; as no Man 
will do who makes the Goſpel his Rule; and 
loves others for Gov's Sake. For then every 
Thing that is Good and God-Jlike, muſt re- 
commend *envto him, of whatever Perſuafioa 


HE was wonderfully reſigu d to the Divine 
Will ander a Complication of very affliftive Pro- 
vidences. While he was ſuffering from a lin- 
gring + Diſtemper, which could not be re- 


mov'd by that great Variety of Means he made 


Trial of; it pleasd the All-wiſe Go p ts 
zake away the Defere of his Eyes with a Stroke 3 
to deprive” him of one of the beſt of Wives, 
berwixt whom and himſelf there was a fer- 
vent mutual Affection: And who was indeed 
one of the moſt excellent Perſons that I have 
been acquaimed” with. After this, Gow 
faw fit to inflict on him * another Diſtem- 
per while alſo che Former continu d; which 
could not but be very grievous to Nature; 
And when this had brought him to 2 near- 
er Proſpect of Death and Eternity, he con- 
tinu'd to ſpeak well of Go o under all; to 


yield 
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they may be with reſpect to leſſer Matters. 
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yield himſelf up ey his Diſpolits, and Wy 


8 5 I N. bis. Relative Sea; be ated 
tip to the Character of a righteous Man. 
H was @ dutiful Subject to bis Prince. He 
entirely loved our Excellent Soveraign King 
GO ROH; ever wiſh'd Him Succeſs ; hear- 
tily en for, and ſincerely e in 
it. 

As 8 be was Haber of a Family; N He wit 
careful to maintain Family-Religion and the 
Worſhip of Gon. This is ſadly neglected by 
niany Profeſſors : But he, like pious Joſhua, 
had made it his Reſolution, and it was his 
conſtant. Care, That himſdf and bis. Houſe 
Gould ſerve the LORD. I am a Witneſs, 
that ſpecial Seaſons were wont to be im- 
prov'd for Seeking of Go; and the Help 
of his Paſtors and others call'd in, upon the 
Occaſion of any particular rener in 
His Family, g * 

H 245 4 ftrue aid 4 b Nis Fallowj 
while Go p continu'd- him in that Relation: 
And a kind and indulgent Parent, always con 


tn d for che. Welfare of tis or pn 


nearer and more remote. "$5 a 
A's a Friend, he was ever Faltbful, fred and 
open. His natural Complexion was ſuch, 
chat it was almoſt impoſlible for him to at 
4 


Sort of a playing Rovghneſs in ſome Tempets, 
chat ſpeaks {5 much Sincerity and Plain- 
heartedneſs, as renders it as agreeable to, 
Wiſs Men as that Smoothnefs and Lerilty 
that are more natural to Others. It is be- 
come a familiar Thing with, us to compare 
the perſons of chis Make, to one of the rich- 
eſt Jewels i in the World. I am to obſerve, 


1 
1 Trar he bad Hope in his Death, 


This: he bad io, f more than ordinary De- 
gree. When he perceid the nearer Ap- 


proaches of Death, he ſet himſelf to expect 
it. The Prayers of many were engag'd ; ; 
in which his Caſe Was recommended”) 
ne” timſclf committed th Gov chrough 
Jesus Curist. While his Diſtemper 
was growing upon him, hg would be bleſ- 


ling G· op that Matters were well with his 
Soul.; Rejaycing that he was going to 227 | 


Father's Houſe ; And at length he ex 
carneſt Deſires and Longings to be — 


Waar remains now, but that amidſt 


the Sorrows of his tender Relgtives, who 


lamencing his Death ; They admit this Con- 


fideration as a Ground of intermixing Joy 
That he i is gone to his Father? I 10 loved 

15 fl vo arting L Lord to his Diſciples, 
25 N 
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=,» 196 eee kecnufe 1 ſaid; T go ae he 
Fuer. Now as he was a ri Man, 
and a faithful Followerof Ci x 157; ſo far 
let us all be Followers of him, whd-"through 
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